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that all can agree to but which have little operational 
significance.  So much for the BRICS’s objectives of 
‘peace, security and development in a multi-polar, 
inter-dependent and increasingly complex globalising 
world’ … ‘on the basis of universally recognized norms 
of international law and multilateral decision making’ 
(although this multilateral aspect sits ambiguously 
alongside their championing of multi-polarity).    

At their fifth summit in Pretoria on 18 October 2011, 
the IBSA Declaration was most strikingly different in its 
statement of their objectives, as ‘three large pluralistic, 
multi-cultural and multi-racial societies’, which have ‘a 
shared vision … that democracy and development are 
mutually reinforcing and key to sustainable peace and 
stability’. Their leaders are willing ‘to share, if requested, 
the democratic and inclusive development model of their 
societies with countries in transition to democracy’; 
which the EU will heartily encourage.     

The BRICSs admonish the ‘advanced economies to adopt 
responsible macroeconomic and financial policies’. Yes 
indeed as a general proposition. But then the BRICSs 
move the argument on with much more specific and 
dubious propositions, criticizing the ‘excessive liquidity 
from the aggressive policy actions taken by central banks’ 
(presumably they have in mind the QE of the Fed and 
Bank of England, and the LTRO of the ECB, although 
they do not say so directly). In the absence of these 
measures there would surely be a global depression 
and financial disruption of cataclysmic proportions. So 
here the position of the BRICS is disingenuous, since it 
entirely evades the core global issue of Chinese super-
competitivity and the distortions to the global economy 
that result from its controlled exchange rate. One can 
understand why the BRICS could not agree to address 
these issues, but that hardly solves the problem. IBSA 
countries have a common interest in Chinese exchange 
rate appreciation, as does the EU. 

The BRICS lament the slow pace of quota and governance 
reforms in the IMF and World Bank, while welcoming 
‘the candidatures from developing world for the position 
of President of the World Bank’ (of course this is the text 
dating from mid-March). Their argument about the slow 
pace of quota reform can be objectively justified and 
the EU is undeniably overweight. The complaint of the 
BRICS is now heightened by the financial contributions 
of countries outside the EU to the recent doubling (by 
$430 billion) in IMF resources that are intended as 
a firewall against the Eurozone crisis. The new major 
financial powers claim to be heard over the conditions 
for the use of this money, and doubly so since the US and 
Canada have contributed nothing. 

Do the BRICS make a Bloc?

No actually. But the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa) have achieved such an impact in the global 
media that that one might think so, and a deeper comment 
is warranted. 

The initial branding of the acronym by Goldman Sachs for 
the purpose of marketing investment vehicles has been 
followed enthusiastically by the governments forming a 
joint pressure group to achieve more power in international 
affairs. Their political branding is also clear: an alternative 
leadership group to the old West, and a protest over the old 
hegemony of the US and disproportionate rank of Europe in 
multilateral organizations. 

Having now admitted South Africa to their company the 
BRICS evidently seek to further enhance their brand image 
and claims to represent the world outside the old West. The 
addition of South Africa  makes for more coherence with the 
IBSA group (India, Brazil, South Africa Dialogue Forum), 
which is a less conspicuous group branding themselves as 
the ‘vibrant democracies’ of all three continents – Africa, 
Asia, Latin America - of the developing world, and thus 
marking a first differentiation with the BRICS. 

Both groups declare intentions to institutionalise themselves 
by underpinning annual summit s with many ministerial or 
senior official meetings and cooperation activity, but here 
IBSA is more operational than the BRICS so far. 

But what do these groups really have in common? The 
BRICS together have weight, for sure. Their economies 
added up in 2011 to an amount ($13.2 trillion GDP) close 
to each of the US ($15.1 trillion) and EU ($17.6 trillion) or 
Eurozone ($13.1 trillion). In a few years they will be bigger.  
The IBSA add up to considerably less ($4.6 trillion), also 
compared to China alone ($7,298). 

The striking fact to emerge is that whereas the IBSA countries 
have a lot in common, in the case of the BRICS this is much 
less the case. None of the BRICS are in the top rank of GDP 
per capita, but Russia is hardly a developing country. The 
IBSA on the other hand are all developing countries, all 
democracies, all with current account deficits and net debtor 
positions, all with floating exchange rates, and all without 
permanent seats on the UN Security Council, as opposed in 
all these respects to both China and Russia (except that only 
China has a controlled exchange rate). 

These simple facts reveal their significance when one 
examines the recent summit declarations of the BRICS and 
IBSA. At their fourth summit in Delhi on 29 March 2012 
the BRICS adopted a long Declaration, with  much language 
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As regards the World Bank’s recent election of its new 
president, the developing world produced two serious 
candidates, from Nigeria and Colombia, and as the selection 
process advanced the Colombian desisted in favour of the 
Nigerian as a token of solidarity in the developing world.  
The African continent voted en bloc for the Nigerian, and 
Brazil added its support. But then China, India and Russia 
voted for the Asian-born American candidate. So the BRICS 
were divided, and their majority voted for the American. 
Even if the voting power of the West assured election of 
the American candidate the BRICS here failed over an 
opportunity to make an impressive political statement 
together, and the IBSA also failed to be united. 

Turning to trade policy the BRICS join company with G20 
and the EU in expressing ritual hopes for ‘the successful 
conclusion of the Doha Round’, while showing a willingness 
to explore outcomes in specific areas. However within the 
BRICS the striking divergence of interest is seen in the level 
of surpluses experienced by China and Russia on current 
account over the last 7 years (6.6% of GDP on annual 
average in both cases), whereas the three IBSA are all deficit 
economies importing capital. 

Like so many other summit declarations, the BRICSs go 
through the standard current list of security concerns, with 
advocacy of peaceful outcomes for the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
Syria, Iran, Afghanistan, etc, but without substantial 
positions of note. However on Syria both China and Russia 
initially adopted blocking positions in response to draft 
resolutions put to the UN Security Council, which was 
seen especially as regards Russia as protecting Assad. The 
BRICSs are struggling uneasily with the tensions between 
the doctrines of ‘non-interference’ and ‘responsibility to 
protect (R2P)’. However Brazil currently takes an initiative 
in the UN under the heading of ‘Responsibility while 
protecting’ to try to refine R2P, and this could become an 
example of norm building that both IBSA and the EU might 
work towards together.

The BRICS ‘reaffirm the need for comprehensive reform of 
the UN, including its Security Council …’.  ‘China and Russia 
reiterate the importance they attach to the status of Brazil, 
India and South Africa in international affairs and support 
their aspiration to play a greater role in the UN’. However 
China and Russia could not declare explicit support for the 
concrete demands of the three IBSA states for permanent 
membership of the Security Council. China presumably 
remains reticent towards India’s claims. Unsurprisingly 
the IBSA explicitly advance their own claims for permanent 
Security Council membership.  

There are two fields, concerning trade and development 
finance, where the BRICS prepare or discuss concrete 
action. Trade ministers have made a Master Agreement 
on Extending Credit Facility in Local Currency, which is 
diplomatic language for extending the use of the renminbi 
in their mutual trade. The setting up of a development bank 
for infrastructure and sustainable development projects is 
being considered, with finance ministers tasked to explore 
its feasibility and to report back to the next summit to be 
hosted by South Africa in 2013.  This development bank 
idea poses the strategic question for China over how it is 
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going to deploy its financial power in the world, and over 
the balance between backing up the global multilateral 
institutions versus developing institutions in which it will 
be the major actor. 

The open question is how far the BRICS and/or IBSA will 
strengthen their activity in operational terms, or discover 
increasing divergences when trying to move beyond 
declarations. The EU has natural political affinities with 
the IBSAs, but this has not translated so far into any special 
political relationship, and this is a question for the future. The 
IBSA have a plausible future as a de facto leadership group 
of democratically oriented developing countries. However 
the IBSA will for their part not want to break with the huge 
economic and financial clout of China, which may become 
the glue holding the BRICS together notwithstanding their 
many divergences. 

It is going to take time for these various cross-cutting 
positions to shape up. There is a complex process of 
diplomatic exploration and testing now underway. The 
EU can do this through its comprehensive set of so-called 
Strategic Partnerships with each of the BRICS bilaterally. It 
would be premature to regard either the BRICS or the IBSA 
as a bloc. However the BRICS are likely to be united over 
their complaint about under-representation in multilateral 
organizations as long as it remains unsatisfied. If these 
demands are not met one can expect that ideas such as the 
BRICS development bank to advance as alternatives. Indeed 
the mere discussion of the idea can be seen as a negotiating 
gambit over power in the global multilateral institutions. This 
is a strategic reality that confronts EU member states who 
wish to conserve their overrepresented national positions in 
the global institutions. The case for consolidated EU seats in 
the major multilateral institutions, with a lower aggregate 
voting weight compared to the present, has an obvious 
logic. What begins to become clearer is how in practice the 
conservative denial of this logic by EU member states will 
in due course work against the EU’s declared interests in 
vibrant multilateralism. 

This is just one more instance where some real European 
leadership is now needed. The BRICS and IBSA may not be 
blocs, but they do pose concrete strategic issues for the EU.

 
    

	 	 	 	 	 Michael	Emerson
	 	 CEPS	Associate	Senior	Research	Fellow

Yulia	 Tymoshenko	 must	 be	 allowed	 medical	
treatment,	 says	 Euronest	 Parliamentary	
Assembly
04 April 2012. Link	

The Ukrainian authorities must stop denying Yulia 
Tymoshenko her basic human right to medical care, said the 
Euronest Parliamentary Assembly in an urgent resolution 
passed on Wednesday. The Assembly, which brings together 
Members of the European Parliament and MPs from the 
EU’s eastern neighbour countries, is meeting in Baku 
(Azerbaijan). 

This resolution highlights Ms Tymoshenko’s fundamental 
right to health care, rather than political conceerns for her as 
Ukraine’s former Prime Minister, Ukraine MP and Euronest 
Co-Chair Borys Tarasyuk explained before the vote. The 
motion for a resolution, tabled by Mr Tarasyuk, MEPs, and 
Moldavian and Ukrainian MPs, was approved with 40 votes 
in favour, 2 against and 17 abstentions. 

The Euronest Parliamentary Assembly calls on the 
Ukrainian authorities to allow Ms Tymoshenko to undergo 
regular independent toxicology tests in the EU, medical 
treatment outside the prison system and regular health 
checks by international medical experts. It notes that these 
experts have encountered obstacles when trying to assess 
her condition.

Euronest members urge the Ukrainian authorities to 
guarantee the fundamental right to health and well-being 
of Ms Tymoshenko, and also of her fellow former ministers 
Yuriy Lutsenko and Valeriy Ivashchenko, and also to ensure 
that they get the medical care that they need, in line with 
international standards.

MEPs and their counterparts from the EU’s eastern 
neighbour countries also deplore the sentence passed on Ms 
Tymoshenko and urge the Ukrainian authorities to ensure 
a fair, transparent and impartial appeal process for her and 
other former members of her government facing economic 
offence charges.

EU-Ukraine:	Concerns	about	treatment	of	Ms	
Tymoshenko
Brussels, 25 April 2012. Link

The treatment of the imprisoned former Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and other former politicians was 
the main topic of the meeting between the Commissioner 
for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy, 
Štefan Füle and the First Deputy Prime Minister of Ukraine, 
Valeriy Khoroshkovsky in Brussels today. 

Commissioner Füle expressed his extreme concern about 
the recent reports on the treatment of Ms Tymoshenko, and 
insisted that the Ukrainian authorities immediately clarify 
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what had happened during Ms Tymoshenko’s transfer 
from prison to hospital on 20 April and afterwards. The 
Commissioner also underlined the need for Ukraine to grant 
access to Ms Tymoshenko for her legal advisers, family, 
appropriate independent persons, and the EU ambassador 
to Ukraine.

The Commissioner reminded the First Deputy Prime 
Minister that it was crucial for Ukraine to demonstrate a 
solid commitment to the rule of law and democratic values 
in order to facilitate further steps towards the signature and 
ratification of the Association Agreement. He underlined that 
Ukraine should make every effort to dispel concerns about 
politically motivated trials and the selective use of justice as 
part of a broader judiciary reform. In this context, he also 
stressed the need for Ukraine to respect fully the legal and 
human rights of defendants and detainees, including their 
medical care.

Today’s meeting, which was the first official bilateral 
meeting between Commissioner Füle and First Deputy 
Prime Minister Khoroshkovsky, was also an opportunity to 
discuss briefly other recent developments in EU-Ukraine 
relations. 

Press	 Service	 of	 the	 Party	 of	 Regions	
Statement
26 April 2012. Link

Beneath our eyes unfolds another act of monstrous provocation 
against Ukraine in order to discredit the leadership of our 
state. It is a well staged-managed performance of the same 
masters of political intrigue and dirty speculations: Mrs. 
Tymoshenko and her headquarters.

In this act the international community is being imposed 
on the myth of torture, humiliations, deprivation of 
medical care of the poor prisoner Tymoshenko. Thus, the 
leadership of Ukraine is being presented as uncivilized and 
undemocratic.

Following the basic logic, such serious allegations should be 
at least elementarily studied and checked.

Meanwhile, at a speed worthy of wonder, any groundless 
nonsense voiced by Tymoshenko, is picked up by certain 
political leaders and becomes the basis for the harsh 
statements, even for threats against a sovereign state of 
Ukraine and its leadership. Let us remind, the leadership 
elected absolutely legally, in a democratic way, what 
is implicitly recognized by the entire international 
community.

We call on those who are in a hurry to accuse Ukraine, first of 
all, to think about the trustworthiness of these allegations.
The question arises: how can one provide medical assistance 
to a person if she flatly refuses from recommended, 
repeatedly confirmed by independent experts, assistance? 
Even impedes the provision of such assistance.

How can the person, who allegedly for six months suffers 
from continuous severe pain, persistently refuse from 
medical aid assistance?

How can one blame in the lack of medical care for prisoners 
the state that contributed to consultation by independent 
international panel of doctors and provided conditions for 
treatment in accordance with their recommendations?
How can one claim that the prisoner has bodily injuries, if 
their fact hasn’t been established? And why it hasn’t been 
established: because Tymoshenko flatly refuses examination 
by experts, prevents the imposition of an objective opinion.
Any sober-minded person will answer clearly: there is no 
truth in such charges.

Who in their right mind, when the attention is focused on 
Tymoshenko, would even dare to touch her with a finger? It 
would be interesting to ask Tymoshenko and her henchmen: 
are they ready to look into the eyes of mothers, wives and 
children of those officers whom they claim to be violators 
and sadists?

So, why another myth, mendacious and shameless, is being 
spread?

The aim of this provocation is to divert attention both 
domestically and abroad from extremely unattractive facts 
of criminal activity of Tymoshenko and from judicial review 
of the criminal case on the UESU corporation.

The aim of this provocation is also an attempt to discredit the 
leaders of Ukraine and to try to avoid criminal responsibility 
for crimes for which the courts of the U.S., Switzerland, 
Russia has already issued the decisions. In accordance 
with which the partners of Tymoshenko are serving or have 
already served their sentences.

The aim is also an attempt to avoid investigation of the 
statement by the son of the MP of Ukraine Shcherban, who 
directly accused Tymoshenko of complicity in organization 
of the murder of his father.

For several years Ms. Tymoshenko avoided punishment for 
criminal offenses, hiding either behind the parliamentary 
mandate, or behind the highest office in the executive 
branch.

The falsification of public documents of the highest 
importance, which resulted in grave consequences for the 
state and nation, has resulted in the prisoners’ dock for 
her. The question arises: in what country of the world such 
a crime would be left unpunished? Could such a state be 
considered as legal?

Surprisingly, but some politicians do not want to see this. 
Instead of an objective understanding of the legal problems 
of the individual with such a “criminal trail”, they eagerly 
take up political speculations, playing improper role in 
international discrediting of our state.

Maybe it plays into the hands of those who want to complicate 
the foreign policy of Ukraine? After all, our state is not for 
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the first time faced with this kind of provocation. Suffice it to 
recall the infamous special operation “Kolchuga”, for the lie 
about which no one has apologized to Ukraine.

Then, one more aim of the provocation is: to complicate 
as much as possible the internal and external situation of 
Ukraine. To obstruct as much as possible the economic 
recovery of our country. To create as much as possible 
obstacles to the consolidation of society around the creative 
tasks.

And then to use the created problems in the unfolding 
campaign in order to try to return in Ukraine the chaos and 
political instability.

But sooner or later everything will fall into place. False 
myths, as even the recent history shows, explode.

Inside Ukraine people understand everything very well. 
That’s why another “canard” from Tymoshenko does not 
cause the trust or sympathy of the vast majority.

We would like our partners abroad also to view the situation 
without prejudice and to examine it objectively.

The Party of Regions on its part is ready to provide any 
possible assistance.

EU	 on	 the	 explosions	 in	 Dnipropetrovsk	 in	
Ukraine
Brussels, 27 April 2012. Link

The spokesperson of Catherine Ashton, High Representative 
of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy and Vice President of the Commission, issued the 
following statement today:

“The High Representative learned with shock and concern of 
the explosions reported today in the city of Dnipropetrovsk. 
Her first thoughts are with the victims of these attacks, 
and with their families and friends, and she expresses her 
solidarity at this time with the people of Ukraine.

The European Union will maintain close contact with the 
Ukrainian authorities, with a view to obtaining updated 
information on the cause of the explosions, the status of the 
victims, and any means by which assistance can be provided 
to Ukraine.”

HRVP	 on	 the	 release	 of	 Belarusian	 former	
Presidential	candidate	Andrei	Sannikaw
Brussels, 15 April 2012. Link

I welcome the news that former Presidential candidate 
Andrei Sannikaw as well as his main campaign aide Dzmitry 
Bandarenka are now free and will be able to rejoin their 
families and friends.

Andrei Sannikaw and Dzmitry Bandarenka stand out as 
prominent symbols for the tireless work and commitment 
of many for a democratic and European Belarus. They 
were sentenced on political grounds in May last year in the 
aftermath of the 19 December 2010 presidential elections, 
in which Andrei Sannikaw ran as a candidate.

I call on the authorities of Belarus to release unconditionally 
now also all other remaining political prisoners and to remove 
all restrictions on the enjoyment of their civil and political 
rights. This would certainly contribute to possibilities for 
moving towards improved relations between the EU and 
Belarus.

Launching	 European	 Dialogue	 on	
Modernisation	with	Belarus
29 March 2012. Link

Commissioner for Enlargement and European 
Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle today launched the 
European Dialogue on Modernisation with Belarusian 
society at a meeting in Brussels with representatives of 
Belarusian civil society and political opposition. This 
follows the conclusions of the Foreign Affairs Council last 
week welcoming the idea of launching such a dialogue with 
the Belarusian society. “I am glad to be able to launch a 
positive agenda on Belarus in these troubled times, together 
with representatives from the Belarusian opposition and 
civil society. I hope our joint and committed work will help 
clarifying our understanding on the vision of what a modern 
and democratic Belarus could look like and about what 
would be needed to take us there,” Commissioner Füle said 
after the launching event.

“At the same time we deplore the fact that some of the 
participants have been prevented by the authorities to 
come to Brussels. But this will not prevent the views of 
these people to be taken into account and become integral 
part of our dialogue. You can be assured that we will make 
this dialogue inclusive for all who have a vision of better, 
European future for Belarus,” he added. The European 
Dialogue on Modernisation is a multi-stakeholder exchange 
of views and ideas between the EU and representatives of the 
Belarusian civil society and political opposition on necessary 
reforms for the modernisation of Belarus and on the related 
potential development of relations with the EU, as well as 
possible EU support in this regard. The dialogue will focus 
on four key areas for EU-Belarus relations: political reform; 
reform of the judiciary and people-to-people contacts; 
economic and sector policy issues; and trade and market 
reform. The dialogue will be conducted in stages, with a first 
stage running until the parliamentary elections in Belarus 
in September.
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‘Belarus	should	immediately	abolish	the	death	
penalty’,	say	MEPs
29 March 2012. Link

MEPs condemn the execution on 16 March of Uladzislau 
Kavalyou and Dzmitry Kanavalau, convicted of orchestrating 
the April 2011 Minsk metro bomb attack, and call on the 
Belarusian authorities to immediately impose a moratorium 
on the death penalty, in a resolution adopted on Thursday. 

MEPs call on the Belarusian authorities immediately to 
release both men’s bodies to their families for burial. 
Parliament considers the death penalty to be an “inhuman, 
ineffective and irreversible act of punishment” 

In response to these executions and other human rights 
abuses in Belarus, the International Ice Hockey Federation 
should consider relocating the 2014 championship to 
another host country “until the regime shows commitment 
to human rights and the rule of law”. Otherwise, there can 
be no progress in the EU-Belarus dialogue, says Parliament, 
say MEPs.  

Parliament welcomes the tougher sanctions imposed by the 
EU on Belarus in February and calls for “further restrictive 
measures, including targeted economic sanctions”. 

MEPs note that thousands of people took part in a Freedom 
Day peaceful demonstration in Minsk on 25 March this year 
and say this demonstrates the “readiness of people to defend 
their position as Belarusian citizens with courage and to 
express their European aspirations”. 

The resolution also condemns the offensive rhetoric of 
Aliaksandr Lukashenka towards the German foreign 
minister and point to the escalation of “an EU-Belarus 
diplomatic conflict of unprecedented scope”. 

EU	deals	with	Azerbaijan	and	Armenia	should	
make	the	region	safer
18 April 2012. Link

The association agreements that the EU is negotiating with 
Armenia and Azerbaijan should make the region safer, 
both by promoting a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict and by making EU support conditional 
upon their human rights performance and democratic 
reforms. On these, both countries still have a long way to go, 
MEPs say in resolutions adopted Wednesday. 

Parliament’s resolutions make recommendations to 
the Council and the Commission on lines to take when 
negotiating association agreements with Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. MEPs approved the EU-Azerbaijan resolution 
with - 520 votes in favour, 32 against and 24 abstentions 
and the EU-Armenia one with 508 in favour, 29 against and 
27 abstentions.

The resolutions praise Armenia’s reform ambitions and 
energy cooperation to date with Azerbaijan, but also warn 
against human rights breaches, in connection the 2012 
Eurovision song contest in Baku, Azerbaijan and the 6 May 
parliamentary elections in Armenia.

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict

MEPs call on both countries to do more to resolve the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The resolutions condemn the 
region’s militarisation and high military expenditure and 
call on EU Member States to stop supplying weapons and 
munitions to both countries. 

Parliament also calls on the leaders of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan to tone down the language of their statements to 
pave the way for a genuine dialogue.

Both rapporteurs stressed that although the association 
agreements could not resolve the conflict, the EU should strive 
to contribute to stability in the region, for example by focusing 
on the importance of youth exchange and academic mobility 
to promote confidence building during the negotiations on 
visa facilitation and readmission agreements. 

Azerbaijan: praise for energy cooperation but fears about 
Eurovision evictions

The Azerbaijani authorities should ensure that any eviction 
and resettlement of Baku people to make way for construction 
work for the song contest is done in line with the law, says the 
resolution, which also expresses concerns about Azerbaijani 
government criticism of human rights activists who are using 
the contest to draw the international community’s attention 
to problems in Azerbaijan. 

The Azerbaijan resolution’s rapporteur Anneli Jäätteenmäki 
(ALDE, FI) stressed that energy cooperation, although 
important, “cannot develop if peoples’ rights are not taken 
into account. “We have to admit great shortcomings in this 
regard in Azerbaijan. People are being arrested and homes 
searched. However, this does not mean that the Eurovision 
Song Contest should be boycotted. If we want a deeper 
cooperation with Azerbaijan, why then boycott Eurovision 
song contest?”, she said.

Armenia: praise for EU aspirations but warnings against 
election violence

MEPs praise Armenia’s efforts to pursue ambitious reforms 
to incorporate EU practices in justice, freedom, security and 
especially migration sectors, but stress the need to ensure 
that its May parliamentary elections are free and fair.

“The parliamentary elections of 6 May will be a test of 
Armenia’s determination to have good relations with the 
EU. If they will be free and fair, and I believe they will, this 
will demonstrate that Armenia sticks to its commitments in 
serious way”, said rapporteur Tomasz Piotr Poręba (ECR, 
PL).

The resolution notes that in Armenia’s previous elections, 
people were killed in police attempts to prevent an opposition 
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demonstration and notes that Armenia has yet to complete 
a “transparent and impartial investigation of the events of 1 
March 2008”.

Background

Negotiations for association agreements with Armenia and 
Azerbaijan were launched in July 2010. So far 24 out of 28 
negotiating chapters have been closed in negotiations with 
Armenia and 13 out of 28 with Azerbaijan. Visa facilitation 
dialogues with both countries were launched in March this 
year. Both agreements will need Parliament’s consent to 
enter into force. 

Euronest	records	progress	despite	tensions	on	
Nagorno	Karabakh	
04 April 2012. Link

Energy and security, a stronger role for parliamentary 
democracy and civil society as well as economic reform 
assistance to the EU’s Eastern neighbours were the key topics 
of the second Euronest meeting concluded on Wednesday 
in Baku, Azerbaijan. Resolutions were adopted on all these 
issues as well as one calling for proper healthcare for Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

Nagorno Karabakh was unsurprisingly the elephant in the 
room, proving to be, “one of the most dividing issues in this 
parliamentary assembly”, as admitted by Co-President MEP 
Kristian Vigenin (S&D, BG).

“This session was proof that we have been drawing lessons 
from our experience and was a sign of common effort of all 
partners to make the session a success”, said Co-President 
of Euronest and Ukraine’s former foreign minister and MP 
Boris Tarasyuk. 

Mr Vigenin commended the ability of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan to sit at the same table despite their difficulties. 
“What we have seen in this session is a very European 
approach, and I am proud of it”, he said.

The issue of Nagorno Karabakh

While expressing hope that the conflict will “not last forever”, 
Mr Vigenin pointed out that Euronest was not the “format” 
intended to solve bilateral conflicts, and placing this issue 
high on the agenda would only split members. “We can only 
strive to provide more trust, understanding, channels of 
dialogue”, said Mr Vigenin.

Mr Tarasyuk stressed that even though he understood and 
respected the feelings of Azerbaijan, which was hosting 
the session, a multilateral assembly could not afford to 
concentrate on issues that are not equally important for all 
sides. He mentioned that other countries also had issues 
they could insist on bringing up, such as Transnistria for 
Moldova, and Abkhazia and South Ossetia for Georgia. 

“Unfortunately the Soviet Union has left us this very sad 
heritage and the problems in the Eastern neighbourhood 
are the direct consequences of this”, added Tarasyuk.

The reached agreements 

The Euronest interparliamentary adopted five resolutions 
where MEPs and MPs of Eastern partners:

1. warn about common energy security threats. The 
environmental aspect should play a more important role 
in energy production East of Europe, and threats to the 
energy generating facilities (nuclear power plants, dams, 
oil platforms, pipelines and terminals, oil refineries 
and chemical plants) in the partner countries should be 
considered also against the interests of the EU;

2. call to strengthen the role and place of parliaments to 
resist more robustly future challenges to democracy.  The 
resolution particularly notes that forthcoming parliamentary 
and presidential elections in partner countries need to be 
free, fair, democratic and conducted according to the OSCE 
standards. It urges the Member States and the Eastern 
European Partners to ensure the fundamental right of 
citizens to information, respecting the principle of media 
independence and deplores the fact that many journalists 
have been subjected to acts of intimidation and harassment 
because of their work. The better promotion of a freely 
accessible internet was also welcomed;

3. call for more support for economic approximation of 
Eastern partners. The structural economic and public 
administration reforms that Eastern partner countries 
must undergo to conclude deep and comprehensive free 
trade agreements (DCFTA) with the EU are expected to 
be “painful” in the short term, as they require substantial 
changes both in the legal and economic cultures. The 
resolution calls on the EU to provide financial and technical 
assistance to implement those reforms. 

4. urge the empowerment of civil society. As in many 
Eastern Partnership countries rights and freedoms of civil 
society are restricted, especially rights of association and 
assembly, the resolution stresses the importance of freedom 
of speech and media access, as well as avoiding the spread of 
disinformation and hate among groups.

5. An urgent resolution calling for Ukraine’s former 
Prime-minister Yulia Tymoshenko to be provided proper 
healthcare.

What next?

The Euronest parliamentary assembly will meet for its third 
ordinary session in Brussels, on 28-29 May 2013. One of 
the most important reports to be adopted in next session is 
expected to be the one on security challenges in the region.  

European Neighbourhood Watch 7
Issu

e
 8

1 • A
p

ril 2
0

12
Eastern Neighbourhood

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120404IPR42604/html/Euronest-records-progress-despite-tensions-on-Nagorno-Karabakh
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120404IPR42604/html/Euronest-records-progress-despite-tensions-on-Nagorno-Karabakh
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120404IPR42604/html/Euronest-records-progress-despite-tensions-on-Nagorno-Karabakh


EU,	OSCE	enhance	co-operation	with	Armenia	
on	election	administration
Yerevan, 25 April 2012. Link

The Head of the OSCE Office in Yerevan, Ambassador Andrey 
Sorokin, and the Head of the Armenian Central Electoral 
Commission (CEC), Tigran Mukuchyan, signed a long-
term co-operation agreement today on promoting efficient 
election administration, including through an EU-funded 
project on supporting democratic elections in Armenia, as 
well as other international election-related efforts.  

The agreement envisages the facilitation of technical, 
educational and informational support to the Armenian 
CEC for the forthcoming parliamentary elections in 2012 
and the presidential election in 2013.

“While it is acknowledged that genuine electoral reform and 
the conduct of democratic elections depend primarily on 
the political will and resources of domestic players, the role 
of the international community with its collecting positive 
engagement is an important contribution to promoting 
democratic elections in line with internationally recognized 
standards,” said Sorokin.

The Head of the EU Delegation to Armenia, Ambassador 
Traian Hristea noted the decisive role of the CEC in ensuring 
free and fair elections in Armenia.

Main areas of co-operation under the agreement signed 
today include the provision of technical equipment for the 
streamlined operation of the automated “Elections” system, 
the modernization of the CEC’s internal computer network, 
training for election officials and observers, as well as the 
production of informational and awareness raising materials 
for voters.

The major part of the assistance package will be provided 
through a 1.7 million euro project, implemented by the OSCE 
Office in Yerevan and funded by the EU. The agreement also 
envisages co-operation with other international partners.

The OSCE Office in Yerevan has been providing assistance 
to promote electoral reform in Armenia since 2000. It 
has co-ordinated and chaired the international working 
group on elections, as well as streamlined the international 
community’s efforts in reforming election legislation, 
improving election administration, raising public awareness 
and strengthening domestic observation groups.

Local	 EU	 Statement	 on	 Journalist	 Idrak	
Abbasov
Baku, 23 April 2012. Link

The European Union Delegation issues the following 
statement in agreement with the EU’s and Norway’s Heads 
of Mission in Azerbaijan. The EU Delegation:

“condemns the brutal beating of Idrak Abbasov, journalist 
for the ‘Zerkalo’ newspaper and the “Institute for the 

Freedom and Safety of Reporters”, when he was filming the 
demolition of houses in the Sulutapa settlement in Baku. 
This is regrettably yet another example of unacceptable 
pressure journalists in Azerbaijan are exposed to and runs 
counter to the country’s commitments to guarantee media 
freedom. 

calls on the authorities to ensure effective investigation of 
the incident and prosecution of the perpetrators responsible 
for the act.

calls for all the necessary measures to be taken to ensure 
that the working environment for journalists in Azerbaijan 
is free of harassment and intimidation”.

The EU Delegation remains committed to assisting 
Azerbaijan in fulfilling its own commitments with regard to 
fundamental freedoms.

EU-Azerbaijan	workshop	on	wind	energy
 Baku, 14 April 2012. Link

On 14 March 2012, the EU-Azerbaijan workshop on wind 
energy took place in Baku.  The wind workshop is part of 
the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding 
on a Strategic Partnership between the European Union 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan in the field of Energy.

The wind energy workshop got the attention of the country’s 
no 1 official newspaper ‘’Azerbaijan’’ with a quite extensive 
article: A seminar on wind energy was organised with the 
support of the EU in Azerbaijan.

Translation of the article: 

“On 14 March 2012, “Wind Energy Workshop” jointly 
organized by EU Delegation and SAARES, was held in 
Ambassador Hotel. During the workshop the perspectives 
and challenges, development and integration of Wind 
Energy Sector of Azerbaijan was discussed. Main point of 
the workshop was the analytic comparison of the work done 
in the alternative and renewable energy fields of Azerbaijan 
with the European experience.

During conference, Deputy Director of SAARES, Mr. 
Jamil MALIKOV explained Azerbaijani government pays 
great attention to the development of the alternative 
energy resources, establishment of the legislative basis 
and financing perspectives for that sector. Since the 
establishment of SAARES, numerous measures have been 
taken for the development of this sector and Agency is 
working on the preparation of “Law on Alternative Energy” 
- noted Mr. Malikov.

Mr. Malikov has also chronologically presented the projects 
recently carried out by Agency.

Mr. Jerome PONS, Charge d’Affaires of the EU Delegation, 
stated that the European Union intends to enhance its 
alternative and renewable energy production in the 
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forthcoming years. EU is the biggest investor (2-3 bln. 
EUR per year) of this sector on global scale and planning 
to increase its invest from 35 bln. to 70 bln. EUR. In 2009, 
EU (Commission and Parliament) approved “New Energy 
and Climate Development Program of EU Member States”. 
“Energy-Climate Package by 20/20/20” is the significant 
step to reduce the greenhouse gas and to enhance energy 
efficiency in Europe and European Energy Sector.”

US$	 15	 million	 to	 AccessBank	 for	 loans	 to	
small	businesses	in	Azerbaijan
16 April 2012. Link

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) is providing additional funds for loans to small 
businesses with a loan of up to US$ 15 million to AccessBank 
Azerbaijan, allowing for a diversification of the bank’s 
funding base.

With this five-year senior loan, the EBRD is increasing the 
availability of lending to entrepreneurs in Azerbaijan. The 
EBRD’s funds will help AccessBank Azerbaijan in expanding 
its MSME (micro, small and medium-sized enterprise) 
lending portfolio in the regions outside of Baku with a 
particular focus on agricultural lending.

In addition the provision of longer tenor financing will 
strengthen AccessBank’s balance sheet and business model 
by improving the diversification and maturity of funding.

“The EBRD’s strategy for the financial institutions sector in 
Azerbaijan focuses on improving access to finance for small 
and rural businesses and promoting regional development.   
AccessBank’s leadership in MSME finance and regional 
branch networks is crucial as it is the first financial institution 
to reach out to sectors and regions which are not currently 
well served,” said Neil McKain, Head of the EBRD’s Resident 
Office in Azerbaijan.

AccessBank CEO Dr Andrew Pospielovsky, on signing the 
loan agreement, said: “This latest US$ 15 million loan marks 
a decade of close cooperation between AccessBank and the 
EBRD. On behalf of the Bank and our 80,000 business 
clients we thank the EBRD for this continued support.”

AccessBank is the leading provider of financial services 
to MSMEs in Azerbaijan with MSME lending currently 
accounting for 90 per cent of AccessBank’s loan portfolio. It 
is also the seventh-largest bank by total loan portfolio and 
the highest-rated bank in Azerbaijan.

In the country, the EBRD focuses on promoting small private 
businesses, developing the banking sector and the non-oil 
sectors of the economy. To date, the EBRD has committed 
over US$ 1.5 billion in various sectors of the Azerbaijani 
economy in about 120 projects.

EU	 on	 the	 cancelled	 meeting	 of	 the	 Incident	
Prevention	and	Response	Mechanism
Brussels, 27 April 2012. Link

The spokesperson of Catherine Ashton, High Representative 
of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy and Vice President of the Commission, issued the 
following statement today:

“The EU regrets that the Abkhazia Incident Prevention 
and Response Mechanism (IPRM) meeting on 24th April 
was cancelled at the last minute due to certain conditions 
set by the Abkhaz de facto authorities. The determination 
of the composition of the delegation of the EU at the IPRM 
meeting by another participant is unacceptable.

Any challenge to established and agreed procedures of 
the Geneva International Discussions can have serious 
consequences. As stated in the Statement of the Co-Chairs 
of the Geneva International Discussions on 25 April, the 
IPRM’s have been acknowledged by all participants of the 
Geneva Discussions as an important tool for addressing 
security issues as well as other issues on the ground.

The EU Monitoring Mission plays an important role in 
the IPRM’s within its stabilization, normalization and 
confidence-building mandate. We express continued full 
confidence in its leadership.

The EU expresses its hope that the IPRM can soon meet 
again to the benefit of all participants.”

Building	 strong	 institutions	 for	 successful	
negotiations	 on	 future	 agreements	 between	
the	EU	and	Georgia
24 April, 2012. Link

On Tuesday 24 April, 2012, vice-Prime Minister/State 
Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration in 
Giorgi Baramidze, in the presence of Ambassador of the 
European Union to Georgia Philip Dimitrov, signed the 
Financing Agreement on Comprehensive Institutional 
Building Programme (CIB). Through this programme, 
which will run during 2012 - 2015, the European Union will 
allocate up to € 9.7 million to key Georgian institutions. The 
funding will help key Georgian institutions to undertake 
the necessary reforms required for better governance and 
economic development, as well as enhancement of relations 
with the European Union, including promotion of Human 
Rights.

At the signing ceremony, Ambassador Dimitrov said: “It 
is very important for the European Union to build the 
future agreements with Georgia on a very solid foundation. 
This requires strong government institutions which this 
programme will support the development of”.

European Neighbourhood WatchEastern Neighbourhood 9
Issu

e
 8

1 • A
p

ril 2
0

12

http://www.ebrd.com/pages/news/press/2012/120416b.shtml
http://www.ebrd.com/pages/news/press/2012/120416b.shtml
http://www.ebrd.com/pages/news/press/2012/120416b.shtml
http://www.eumm.eu/data/image_db_innova/EEAS_statement_27.04.2012.PDF
http://www.eumm.eu/data/image_db_innova/EEAS_statement_27.04.2012.PDF
http://www.eumm.eu/data/image_db_innova/EEAS_statement_27.04.2012.PDF
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/documents/news/20120424_01_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/documents/news/20120424_01_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/documents/news/20120424_01_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/documents/news/20120424_01_en.pdf


Some of the key Georgian institutions that will benefit from 
the Comprehensive Institutional Building Programme 
are: the National Service for Food Safety, Veterinary and 
Plant Protection, the Georgian Accreditation Centre and 
the National Agency for Standards, Technical Regulations 
and Metrology, the Civil Registry Agency, and the Public 
Defender’s Office. The Comprehensive Institution Building 
Programme will also strengthen all of these institutions 
responsible for coordinating Georgia’s relations with the 
European Union. The funding will help them undertake the 
necessary extensive reforms required for better governance 
and economic development of the country, as well as 
enhancement of relations with the European Union.

The Comprehensive Institution Building has been conceived 
in the framework of the Eastern Partnership launched 
in May 2009. The rationale behind this initiative can be 
defined an “A to Z support” to those institutions involved in 
the bilateral negotiations with the European Union.

The Comprehensive Institution Building Programme will 
help Georgia to better benefit from closer cooperation with 
the European Union, as set up by the Eastern Partnership 
promoting closer cooperation in the fields of democracy 
and good governance, energy security and, among others, 
environment protection.

EU	 and	 UNDP	 announced	 Georgian	 pre-
election	media	monitoring	2012	–	2013
TBILISI. 25 April 2012. Link

The European Union and United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) announced a new round of media 
monitoring which will focus on media reporting in the 
context of the Parliamentary and Presidential Elections in 
2012 and 2013. The results of the media monitoring will be 
discussed in a weekly television programme “Media Monitor” 
that will be aired by the Georgian Public Broadcaster (GPB) 
on Mondays. The cost of this project amounts Euro 450 
thousand.

Speaking at the meeting today, Ambassador Philip Dimitrov, 
Head of the EU Delegation to Georgia, said: “The European 
Union will continue to assist the efforts of the civil society in 
Georgia to monitor and analyse the media and inform the 
public about its performance. It is important to make it clear 
what the democratic standards are and to assure that they 
are met. The more the better. Fair monitoring can create 
grounds for the general acceptance of both – the rules and 
the results.

The previous monitoring of the Georgian media, also 
carried out with the support from the European Union and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
went on for 19 weeks – from June through December 
2011 – and examined the coverage of social and economic 
issues, including: judiciary, civil society, local governance, 
internally displaced persons, persons with disabilities, 
gender-based violence, minorities, underaged victims and 
juveniles in conflict with the law, environmental and social 

issues, and elections. It was implemented by the Caucasus 
Research Resource Centre (CRRC); Georgian Institute of 
Public Affairs (GIPA); Civil Society Institute (CSI); Civic 
Development Institute (CDI); Human Rights Centre (HRC); 
International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy 
(ISFED); and Internews Georgia. The results of this large-
scale monitoring of the Georgian television and printed 
press were also presented at the meeting today.

“Media monitoring enhances the links between the media 
and society, and helps the public make informed decisions. 
If media can shape a society, then credible and unbiased 
monitoring can shape the media,” Jamie McGoldrick, UNDP 
Resident Representative in Georgia said.

The aim of the EU and UNDP initiative is to contribute 
to the development of a strong and independent public 
broadcasting in Georgia and creation of transparent, 
objective and balanced media environment.

HRVP	on	the	‘5+2’	meeting	in	Vienna
Brussels, 18 April 2012. Link

I welcome the break-through achieved today in Vienna by 
the participants of the 5+2 official talks on the Transnistrian 
issue. Agreement was reached on the principles and 
procedures for the conduct of negotiations and on the 
substantial scope of the agenda for the future talks.

This is an important achievement, which should provide 
new momentum towards a comprehensive settlement. I 
commend the participants on the political will and flexibility 
shown and the significant efforts made by the Irish 
Chairmanship in Office of the OSCE in this process.

The EU looks forward to a fruitful and substantial next 
round of talks in Vienna in July.

Van	Rompuy	after	his	meeting	with	President	
of	the	Republic	of	Moldova
Brussels, 27 April 2012. Link

It is a pleasure to welcome President Timofti here today. 
Your choice to visit Brussels as your first foreign destination 
is greatly appreciated, and shows your commitment to the 
Republic of Moldova’s European vocation.

Mr President, as I have said many times: The European 
Union has a stake in the Republic of Moldova’s future. A 
successful Republic of Moldova is an important piece of a 
Europe whole and at peace. Equally important, the Republic 
of Moldova is becoming a model for many other countries. 
You have shown that political transition can be peaceful and 
that it is possible to turn democratic values into reality.

Let me make the following points from our discussions 
today: it is only through reforms that Republic of Moldova’s 
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prosperity and stability can be ensured in the long term. 
The more the Republic of Moldova reforms the more the 
EU can do to help and support. Your personal commitment, 
Mr President, will as well be crucial, in supporting and 
advancing the ambitious work being done already by the 
government of the Republic of Moldova.

The relationship between the EU and the Republic of 
Moldova is rapidly developing. We have achieved a lot in 
record time: Negotiations on the Association Agreement is 
teadily progressing. Here, the Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Agreement, where negotiations have been launched, 
is an integral part of the Association Agreement. We are soon 
ready to sign a number of important sectoral agreements, in 
areas such as air transport and civil protection. And, we are 
exploring new areas for enhanced co-operation.

President	Barroso	following	his	meeting	with	
President	of	Moldova
Brussels, 27 April 2012. Link

Good morning ladies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to welcome President Nicolae Timofti of 
Moldova to the European Commission today. 

I congratulated President Timofti for his recent election and 
commended his strong commitment to Moldova’s ‘European 
Course.’ The fact that the President is visiting Brussels on his 
first trip abroad since he was elected is a clear demonstration 
of his commitment and the commitment of Moldova for a 
closer relationship with the European Union. 

We just had a frank and very productive meeting in a very 
constructive atmosphere. Moldova is an active member of 
our Eastern Partnership and the European Union is fully 
engaged in supporting Moldova’s reform process. President 
Timofti’s election was an important and decisive step in 
consolidating political stability in the country which will 
certainly allow the country to concentrate on the needed 
political and economic reforms. This is essential to foster 
progress and stability in Moldova and to bring our ties 
closer. 

Indeed, we are working closely together. We are negotiating 
an Association Agreement and we have recently opened talks 
on a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area, which is a 
key element of that Association Agreement. This was a very 
important step forward in EU-Moldova trade relations. 

The EU is already Moldova’s first trading partner and the 
DCFTA process offers Moldova a great opportunity to reform 
its trade and investment policies and to further its economic 
modernization and the wellbeing of Moldovan citizens.

But as we have also discussed with the President,, our 
agreements are not all about economy and trade. They are 
also about the European values that we share. Democracy, 
fundamental rights and the rule of law are at the core of our 
Association Agreements that we are negotiating and they are 
the solid foundations of our present and future relations.

In addition to trade, we had the opportunity to discuss the 
latest developments regarding our visa dialogue. Moldova 
is approaching the finalisation of the first phase of its Visa 
Liberalisation Action Plan with the EU, and I encourage the 
Moldovan authorities to address the remaining issues to 
allow us to move on to the second phase of the action plan. 
We discussed this in concrete terms.

I also expressed satisfaction at the recent initialling of the 
upgraded visa facilitation agreement on 22 March. We 
look forward to a swift signature and ratification of this 
agreement, which will further ease the visa application 
process for the citizens of Moldova.

Finally, we also touched upon regional issues, particularly 
the ‘5+2’ negotiations regarding Transnistria. In this 
respect, I paid tribute to Moldova’s constructive approach 
in these negotiations and reaffirmed our commitment to the 
process. 

We, at the European Union, understand well the many 
challenges that Moldova faces. But we are ready to 
stand side by side with the Moldovan authorities and the 
Moldovan people in their journey to progress and prosperity. 
Indeed, we support Moldova in practical ways through our 
assistance, which has been substantially stepped up so as to 
exceed €100 million next year.

So, my message today to the President was very clear: 
Moldova is among friends here and we support the 
country’s reformist agenda. From the part of the European 
Commission you can count on a steadfast partner. I believe 
this is in the interest of Moldova’s future and our relations 
with your country. I am sure that our ties will grow stronger 
in the months and years to come. I really appreciated 
our meeting and I wish you, Mr President, and I wish the 
Moldovan people all the best for your future.

I thank you for your attention. 

HRVP	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	 E3+3	 following	 the	
talks	with	Iran
Istanbul, 14 April 2012. Link

The EU High Representative Catherine Ashton, together 
with the Political Directors of China, France, Germany, 
Russian Federation, United States and the United Kingdom, 
met on 14 April 2012 in Istanbul with the Iranian nuclear 
negotiator Dr. Saed Jalili in order to address the international 
community’s concerns on the exclusively peaceful nature of 
the Iranian nuclear programme.

“The parties would, first of all, like to thank the Turkish 
government for hosting the talks.
The discussions on the Iranian nuclear issue have been 
constructive and useful, reflecting the terms and spirit of 
our recent exchange of letters with Iran. We have agreed 
that the NPT forms a key basis for what must be serious 
engagement, to ensure all the obligations under the NPT 
are met by Iran while fully respecting Iran’s right to the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy.
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We want now to move to a sustained process of serious 
dialogue, where we can take urgent practical steps to build 
confidence and lead on to compliance by Iran with all its 
international obligations. In our efforts to do so, we will be 
guided by the principle of the step-by-step approach and 
reciprocity.

We expect that subsequent meetings will lead to concrete 
steps towards a comprehensive negotiated solution which 
restores international confidence in the exclusively peaceful 
nature of the Iranian nuclear programme. This is why we 
will meet again soon, on 23 May in Baghdad, preceded by a 
preparatory meeting of deputies.”

Council	conclusions	on	Syria	
Luxembourg, 23 April 2012. Link

1. The EU welcomes the unanimous adoption of the UNSC 
resolution 2042 on 14 April authorising the immediate 
deployment of an advance team of up to 30 unarmed 
military observers and of the UNSC resolution 2043 on 21 
April establishing the full UN supervision mission in Syria 
(UNSMIS) with an initial deployment of up to 300 unarmed 
military observers as well as an appropriate civilian 
component, to monitor a cessation of armed violence and 
to monitor and support all aspects of the joint UN-League of 
Arab States Special Envoy Kofi Annan’s six point proposal. 
The EU calls for an immediate and full implementation 
of the UNSC resolutions. It also calls on all the Members 
of the UN Security Council to continue to support Kofi 
Annan in his efforts and ensure that the fully-fledged UN 
observation mission in Syria is deployed expeditiously 
and operationalised without delay. It is crucial that UNSC 
Members use all their influence to ensure that the UNSC 
resolutions are fully implemented.

The EU strongly urges the Syrian government to allow the 
effective operation and deployment of the mission and its 
advance team and allow full freedom of movement, access 
and communication including agreement on the use of air 
assets. The EU and its Member States are ready to provide 
support that might be requested to guarantee the success of 
the observer mission.

2. The EU reaffirms its full support to the Joint UN-League of 
Arab States Special Envoy Kofi Annan’s mission and his six 
point Plan. A complete cessation of violence is an essential 
step in the full implementation of this Plan. The EU recalls 
its full support for the Special Envoy’s efforts to facilitate 
a peaceful Syrian-led and inclusive dialogue leading to a 
political solution that meets the democratic aspirations of 
the Syrian people on the basis of the UN General Assembly 
resolution of 16 February 2012 and League of Arab States 
resolutions, in particular those of 22 January, 12 February 
and 10 March 2012.

3. Recalling its previous Council conclusions on Syria, 
the European Union remains deeply concerned about the 
fragility of the situation in Syria with reports of the use of 

heavy weaponry in civilian areas. The EU urges the Syrian 
government to implement its commitments in their entirety 
and to show a visible and verifiable sign of change by 
withdrawing all troops and heavy weapons from population 
centres to their barracks to facilitate a sustained cessation 
of violence. The EU strongly condemns the systematic and 
widespread violations of human rights by the regime. It 
recalls that all those responsible for human rights violations 
should be held accountable. It calls upon all parties in Syria 
to cease immediately violence in all its forms.

4. The European Union reiterates its concerns about the 
humanitarian plight of the Syrian civilian population. The 
Syrian authorities must grant immediate, unimpeded and 
full access of humanitarian organisations to all areas of Syria 
in order to allow them to deliver humanitarian assistance 
including medical care. The EU calls on all parties to cooperate 
fully with the UN and relevant humanitarian organisations 
to facilitate the provision of humanitarian assistance. The 
EU welcomes the efforts made by neighbouring countries 
to host Syrian refugees who fled violence in Syria. The 
European Union and its Member States will continue to 
assist in providing them with dignified living conditions. The 
EU also welcomes the outcome of the Syria Humanitarian 
Forum, held in Geneva on 20 April, calling for increased 
access and scaling up of humanitarian capacities to meet the 
identified humanitarian needs.

5. The European Union remains committed to the Syrian 
opposition’s struggle for freedom, dignity and democracy 
for the Syrian people. It reconfirms its engagement with 
the Syrian opposition seeking non violent, democratic and 
inclusive change. The EU welcomes efforts by the Syrian 
National Council (SNC) and other opposition groups to 
articulate a common vision for the foundations of a new 
Syria. The EU calls on the SNC and other opposition groups 
to continue to support fully the Annan Peace Plan, and to 
put in place an all-embracing opposition platform under the 
auspices of the Arab League to advance their common vision 
for working towards an inclusive, orderly and peaceful 
transition in Syria.

6. The EU approved today further sanctions, imposing 
restrictive measures on export of further goods and 
technology which may be used for repression and banning 
the export to Syria of luxury goods. The EU will continue 
its policy of imposing additional measures targeting the 
regime, not the civilian population, as long as repression 
continues. The EU will also continue to urge the international 
community to join its efforts, in taking steps to apply and 
enforce restrictive measures and sanctions on the Syrian 
regime and its supporters. In this context, the EU welcomes 
the first meeting of the international working group on 
sanctions which was held in Paris on 17 April. It calls on all 
Syrians to dissociate themselves from the repressive policy 
of the regime in order to facilitate a political transition.

7. As soon as a genuine democratic transition begins, the 
EU is ready to develop a new and ambitious partnership 
with Syria across all areas of mutual interest, including by 
mobilizing assistance, strengthening trade and economic 
relations and supporting transitional justice and the political 
transition.
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Commissioner	Georgieva	condemns	killing	of	
first-aid volunteer in Syria
Brussels, 27 April 2012. Link

The Syrian government must guarantee the safety of 
humanitarian aid workers and grant unfettered access to 
conflict zones within the country, Commissioner Georgieva 
said today.

The Humanitarian Aid Commissioner was speaking after 
being briefed on the death of Mohammed Khadra, a first-
aid volunteer with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, who was 
killed while trying to save the lives of others in Douma, near 
Damascus. The circumstances of his death are still unclear.

“The continuing violence is fuelling a humanitarian crisis 
with ever growing needs that must be urgently addressed. 
I appeal to the Government of Syria to cooperate with the 
international humanitarian organisations and allow greater 
and unhindered access for international humanitarian aid 
workers”. 

She added: “I am very shocked and saddened by news of 
the killing of a humanitarian worker in Syria where he 
was providing relief to people in need. “Humanitarian aid 
is about saving lives without fear or favour to any creed. 
Its impartiality is sovereign. Attacks on relief workers are 
unacceptable. As Europeans we applaud the valuable work 
of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent and call on everyone in 
Syria to respect aid workers who are risking their lives to 
provide humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable.”. 

HRVP	on	the	situation	in	Syria
Brussels, 27 April 2012. Link

I am extremely concerned about the continued violence in 
Syria in violation of the ceasefire which should have come 
into effect on 12 April and despite the presence on the 
ground of UN observers. I call upon all parties in Syria to 
cease immediately all forms of violence.

It is clear that the Syrian government is not fulfilling its 
obligations and is failing to meet its commitments to 
withdraw its troops and heavy weapons from population 
centres. Therefore, I urge once more the Syrian authorities 
to fully respect the terms of the agreement with the UN 
and immediately and fully comply with Kofi Annan’s plan 
endorsed by UNSC resolutions 2042 and 2043.

The Syrian Government must ensure that the ceasefire 
holds. It must also release detainees, provide access for 
journalists, ensure freedom to demonstrate peacefully 
and allow humanitarian assistance. I am very concerned 
at reports suggesting that the numbers of detainees have 
sharply increased since the agreement of the ceasefire.

It is crucial that all efforts are made to expedite the deployment 
of the UN observation mission to Syria (UNSMIS). I reiterate 
the EU’s and Member States’ readiness to provide support 
that might be requested to guarantee the success of the 
observer mission.

Middle	East	Quartet	Statement
Washington, 11 April 2012. Link

The Quartet — United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, United States 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and European 
Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy Catherine Ashton — met in Washington, DC on 11 
April 2012. They were joined by Quartet Representative 
Tony Blair and by Foreign Minister of Jordan Nasser Judeh, 
who briefed the Quartet on Jordan’s engagement. The 
Quartet underscored its support for the positive efforts by 
King Abdullah of Jordan and Foreign Minister Judeh.

Following its consultation in New York on 12 March 2012, 
the Quartet reaffirmed its commitment to all elements of 
its statement of 23 September 2011 and renewed its call on 
the parties to meet those objectives. The Quartet welcomed 
plans for dialogue between the parties, and discussed ways 
to support these efforts.

The Quartet took particular note of the 21 March 2012 Ad 
Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC) meeting in Brussels, and 
underscored the need for continued international support 
for the Palestinian Authority’s important institution-
building efforts. The Quartet encouraged the Palestinian 
Authority to continue working toward this end. In this 
regard, the Quartet called on the international community 
to ensure the contribution of $1.1 billion in assistance to 
meet the Palestinian Authority’s 2012 recurrent financing 
requirements. The Quartet welcomed the efforts by the 
parties to resolve outstanding issues related to tax and 
customs revenue collection and urged their conclusion as 
soon as possible.

The Quartet noted with concern the increasing fragility of 
developments on the ground and called on the parties to 
work constructively together to take concrete steps to address 
the Palestinian Authority’s fiscal challenges, preserve and 
build on the Palestinian Authority’s institutional gains, and 
expand economic opportunities for the Palestinian people.

In this respect, the Quartet reaffirmed its commitment, as 
expressed in its 23 September 2011 statement, to examine 
possible mechanisms it can actively support going forward, 
individually and together, to advance peace efforts and 
strengthen the Palestinian Authority’s ability to meet the full 
range of civil and security needs of the Palestinian people 
both now and in a future state. The Quartet encouraged the 
parties, in this context, to cooperate to facilitate the social 
and economic development of Area C, which is of critical 
importance for the viability of a future Palestinian state as 
well as for its Palestinian inhabitants to be enabled to lead a 
normal life. The Quartet asked Quartet Representative Blair 
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to continue his intensive work with the parties toward this 
end.

Noting the significant progress on security achieved by the 
Palestinian Authority in the West Bank, the Quartet calls on 
the Palestinian Authority to continue to make every effort 
to improve law and order, to fight violent extremism, and 
to end incitement. The Quartet emphasized the need to 
continue assisting the Palestinian Authority in building its 
law enforcement capacity. The Quartet also expressed its 
concern over ongoing settler violence and incitement in the 
West Bank and calls on Israel to take effective measures, 
including bringing the perpetrators of such acts to justice.

The Quartet condemned rocket attacks from Gaza and 
stressed the need for calm and security for both peoples. 
The Quartet underscored the importance of continued steps 
to address the needs of Gaza’s residents, and welcomed 
the Israeli Government’s approval at the AHLC meeting of 
UN priority infrastructure projects in Gaza. Reaffirming its 
previous positions, the Quartet considers that the situation 
in and around Gaza remains fragile and unsustainable as 
long as the West Bank and Gaza are not reunited under 
the legitimate Palestinian Authority adhering to the PLO 
commitments.

Reminding both parties of their obligations under the 
roadmap, the Quartet reiterated its call for them to avoid 
actions that undermine trust and to focus on positive efforts 
that can strengthen and improve the climate for a resumption 
of direct negotiations on the basis of the Quartet’s September 
23 statement.

The Quartet expressed concern about unilateral and 
provocative actions by either party, including continued 
settlement activity, which cannot prejudge the outcome of 
negotiations, the only way to a just and durable solution to 
the conflict.

The Quartet underscored its commitment to remain actively 
engaged in the coming period.

Local	EU	statement	on	Gaza	executions
Jerusalem, 10 April 2012. Link

The EU Missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah condemn the 
execution of 3 persons in Gaza on Saturday 7 April.

“The EU Missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah recall the 
EU’s firm opposition under all circumstances to the use of 
capital punishment. The EU considers that abolition of the 
death penalty contributes to the enhancement of human 
dignity and the progressive development of human rights. 
It considers capital punishment to be cruel and inhuman, 
failing to provide deterrence to criminal behaviour, and 
representing an unacceptable denial of human dignity and 
integrity.

The de facto authorities in Gaza must refrain from carrying 
out any executions of prisoners and comply with the de facto 
moratorium on executions put in place by the Palestinian 

Authority, pending abolition of the death penalty in line 
with the global trend.”

HRVP	on	the	decision	of	the	Israeli	Authorities	
regarding	 the	 status	 of	 the	 settlements	 of	
Sansana,	Rechelim	and	Bruchin	in	the	occupied	
Palestinian	territory
Brussels, 25 April 2012. Link

I am extremely concerned about the decision of the Israeli 
Authorities regarding the status of the settlements of 
Sansana, Rechelim and Bruchin in the occupied Palestinian 
territory. I call upon them to reverse this decision.

The EU has repeatedly called on Israel to end all settlement 
activity. Settlements are illegal under international law, an 
obstacle to peace and threaten the viability of a two-state 
solution.

Such measures run counter to the spirit of the Quartet 
Statement of 11 April 2012, which expressed concern about 
unilateral and provocative actions, including continued 
settlement activity.

EU	Statement	on	the	eviction	of	the	An-Natsha	
family	in	Beit	Hanina,	East-Jerusalem
Jerusalem, 21 April 2012. Link

The EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah condemn the 
eviction of the An-Natsha family from their home in the East 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of Beit Hanina on 18 April.

Moreover, EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah are 
deeply concerned by the plans to build a new settlement 
in the midst of this traditional Palestinian neighbourhood. 
Settlements are illegal under international law. The EU 
further recalls Article 49, paragraph 6, of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention which states that “the Occupying Power shall not 
deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into 
the territory it occupies”. The international community has 
repeatedly called upon Israel to cease settlement activity.

President	Barroso	following	his	meeting	with	
King	Abdullah	II	of	Jordan
Brussels, 17 April 2012. Link

Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen,

It was a pleasure and an honour to welcome His Majesty 
King Abdullah II of Jordan to European Commission once 
again. 

Jordan is a longstanding partner and also an active member 
of our Neighbourhood Policy.
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EU-Jordan relations are very good and our ties are getting 
even closer. We have now an “advanced status” partnership, 
we are marking the 10th anniversary of the EU-Jordan 
Association Agreement this year, and the preparatory process 
for the launch of Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade 
Agreement (DCFTA) negotiations has already started.

Furthermore, the EU-Jordan Task-Force met for the first 
time last February sending a strong signal of our commitment 
to Jordan during this period of important political and 
economic reforms. 

Today’s meeting was fruitful and constructive. I want to 
thank His Majesty for the very open way in which he shared 
with us his vision for the region and, of course, for his country 
and for the future of Jordan - European Union relations. It 
is always a privilege to have this kind of exchanges with His 
Majesty. I also had the opportunity to convey to His Majesty 
King Abdullah II a strong message of support but also of 
encouragement to pursue with the political reform process 
aiming at strengthening democracy, justice and the rule of 
law in Jordan. I know how committed his Majesty is. It is 
very important now that Jordan gives concrete results in 
this process of reforms. We also discussed in detail Jordan’s 
commitment to conducting free, fair and transparent 
elections.

So my message is clear: we fully support Jordan’s reform 
agenda in the political, economic and social areas. To this 
end the EU has been giving important financial contributions 
and recently we have adopted an additional contribution 
from our SPRING programme - SPRING comes from 
“Support for Partnership, Reform and Inclusive Growth”. I 
look forward to the positive results that our partnership may 
bring in this regard.

During our meeting we also had the opportunity to address 
other topics of common interest and concern such as the 
Middle East Peace Process and Syria. I commended His 
Majesty the King and Jordan’s efforts in moving forward with 
the Middle East Peace Process. We fully support Jordan’s 
engagement and we encourage its role in facilitating contacts 
between the parties to find a negotiated solution.

On Syria, I welcomed the deployment of an advance team 
of up to 30 unarmed military observers to begin reporting 
on the implementation of a full cessation of armed violence 
in Syria. 

The priority for the EU, and I believe also for the international 
community, should be a complete stop to violence and full 
and unhindered access to humanitarian aid. In this respect, 
we sincerely appreciate and praise Jordan’s cooperation in 
hosting Syrian refugees.

Before finishing, I would like to convey to His Majesty 
our firm commitment to continue working together for 
the benefit of Jordan and Jordanians and to make our 
partnership stronger. Once again, Your Majesty, thank you 
for coming, thank you for your friendship and thank you 
for all your commitment to political, economic and social 
reforms in your country. 

The	 launch	 of	 negotiations	 for	 a	 new	 EU-
Morocco fisheries agreement protocol
Brussels, 23 April 2012. Link

Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Maria 
Damanaki, was in Rabat, Morocco, on 20-21 April to launch 
the the process of negotiations for a new EU-Morocco 
fisheries agreement protocol. After her meeting at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Commissioner 
Maria Damanaki made the following statement:

“The European Commission considers Morocco to be a key 
partner, not only in the Mediterranean, but in general. 

I asked the Commission and the Council to give me a 
mandate to discuss the new fisheries agreement protocol 
and I obtained it: we are seeking a new agreement that, at 
the same time, respects environmental sustainability, is 
profitable for both sides and is in line with international 
law. 

I believe that today we have done a very good start and we 
should continue along this path. 

For the EU and Morocco, cooperation is not a choice: it is a 
must. We have to cooperate if we are to manage fish stocks 
effectively. 

I am glad to say that we started today our exploratory talks 
for a new fisheries agreement protocol with Morocco.”

EU-Lebanon:	Increased	support	for	reforms
26 April 2012. Link

Commissioner for Enlargement and European 
Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle met with the Prime 
Minister of Lebanon Najib Mikati in Brussels today. 
“We have discussed Lebanon´s reform efforts and the 
EU´s assistance based on the more for more principle,” 
Commissioner Füle said after the meeting. “For the EU it is 
important that Lebanon advances with reforms since they 
bring benefits to the people in the country and also open 
doors for more support and assistance from the EU,” he 
added. Shortly beforehand, the President of the European 
Commission Jose Manuel Barroso announced an additional 
€ 30 million allocation to Lebanon from the SPRING 
(Support for Partnership, Reform and Inclusive Growth) 
instrument, which comes on top of this year’s allocation to 
Lebanon of € 62 million.

“This top-up reflects the EU’s commitment to supporting 
Lebanon’s reforms in the field of institution-building, 
democracy, including civil society, good governance and 
human rights as well as inclusive economic growth,” 
Commissioner Füle said after his bilateral talks with Mr 
Mikati. They also discussed in detail the preparations of the 
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ENP Action Plan where both sides are close to finalising the 
list of priorities for joint cooperation. “The list of priorities 
should be based on the pillars of the revised ENP policy as 
well as on the priorities that are important to Lebanon as 
defined in the economic and social reforms Action Plan. It 
should reflect our long-standing commitment to issues of 
importance for the stability and sustainable development of 
Lebanon which not only means supporting political reforms 
and promoting human rights but also promoting civil 
society as well as the political and social rights of vulnerable 
populations,” Commissioner Füle stressed.

Related Documents: 
José Manuel Durão Barroso President of the European 
Commission Statement by President Barroso following his 
meeting with Najib Mikati, Prime Minister of Lebanon 
Download	here.
Remarks by President of the European Council Herman 
Van Rompuy after his meeting with Prime Minister of 
Lebanon Najib Mikati
Download	here.
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Spokesperson of HRVP on the elections in the breakaway region of 

South Ossetia in Georgia

Local EU Statement on the elections in the breakaway region of 

Abkhazia in Georgia

EU increases its support to the Criminal Justice Reform process in 

Georgia

HRVP on the presidential elections in Russia

Council conclusions on Syria

Council tightens EU sanctions against Syrian regime

HRVP following her meeting with Secretary General of the League of 

Arab States

More EU support for the victims of Syria’s humanitarian crisis

Middle East Quartet Statement

HRVP Ashton and Palestinian PM Fayyad sign agreements worth €35 

million

EU–Israel aviation agreement: Israel joins Europe in aviation

Jobs and stability: EU-Tunisia industry cooperation forges ahead

EU-Algeria: first ever election observation mission

Launch of the Euro-Mediterranean Guarantee Network

The Secretary General of the Union for the Mediterranean meets EP 

President

Commissioner Füle in Pristina to launch feasibility study

Start of the High Level Accession Dialogue with the government of the 

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Egypt: EPP Group Presidency cancels official visit to Cairo

First meetin
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Editorial: “Some European comments Putin’s foreign and security 

policy”

Council conclusions on Syria

Council tightens restrictive measures against the Syrian regime

HRVP following the veto of the UNSC Resolution on Syria

MEPs deplore Russian and Chinese veto on UN resolution on Syria

Council conclusions on Egypt

Egypt: EPP Group Presidency cancels official visit to Cairo

First meeting of EU-Jordan Task Force to support the ongoing reforms 

in Jordan

Green light for EU-Morocco trade deal

Islamic Development Bank and EIB join forces for cooperation

Mr.Fatthallah Sijilmassi, UfM New Secretary General

Commissioner Füle in “Arab Spring Conference: EU- Nachbarschaft 

– Der Arabische Frühling ein Jahr danach”

HRVP on Iran and its nuclear programme

Russia and the changing world

European Parliament keeps an eye on elections in Russia

Council conclusions on the South Caucasus

EU launches free trade negotiations with Armenia

A Tool for Democracy and Citizen participation: the LDA Armenia 

opens in Gyumri

EPP accepts Armenian parties; approves resolutions on Syria, Nigeria, 

Data Protection and Internet Security

Commissioner Füle, and AFET Chairman Brok on Ukraine

Commissioner De Gucht visits Moldova and Georgia to open trade 

negotiations

ALDA calls for interested European partners to a new Local Democracy 

Agency in Azerbaijan

Council reinforces restrictive measures against the Belorussian regime

EU facilitated dialogue: Agreement on Regional Cooperation and IBM 

technical protocol

HRVP Ashton and Commissioner Füle on the agreements reached in 

the latest round of Belgrade-Pristina dialogue

HRVP following the meeting with President of Serbia Boris Tadic

EU-Turkey: Closer cooperation on energy brings mutual benefits

Issue	78	•	January
Editorial: Putin’s faltering return

Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions on Iran

Ashton on the increasing use of the death penalty in Iran

Secretary General Jagland and Commissioner Füle sign the 

Programme for strengthening democratic reform in the Southern 

Mediterranean 

Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions on Syria

Spokesperson of the HRVP on the French journalist killed in Homs 

(Syria)

Council appoints EU Special Representative to the Middle East Peace 

Process

Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process

HRVP travels to Israel and occupied Palestinian territory

HRVP and UNRWA’s Commissioner General Filippo Grandi sign in 

Gaza € 55,4 million agreement 

On the opening session of the Egyptian Parliament

HRVP on raids by Egyptian judicial and police authorities on the 

offices of civil society organizations

Commissioner Füle in Morocco: We stand behind your reform efforts

Jordan and Tunisia become members of the EBRD
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